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WHAT ARE WORLD CAFE CONVERSATIONS?

The World Café is an easy-to-use method for creating a living network of
collaborative dialogue around questions that matters.

The idea:

People already have within them the wisdom and creativity to deal even with
difficult questions.

The answers we need are available to us.

We are wiser together than we are alone.



WORLD CAFE GUIDELINES
SEVEN DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Set the context (e.g. goals, participants, themes, ,,harvest®)
Create hospitable space and a welcoming atmosphere
Explore questions that matter and concern the group
Option A: Explore a single question
Option B: Explore progressively deeper questions
Encourage everyone's contribution
Connect diverse perspectives (opportunity to move between tables)
Listen together for patterns and insights

Share collective discoverys (,harvest)



WORLD CAFE CONVERSATIONS
AT A GLANCE

Seats: four (five max) people at small Café-style tables

Rounds: at least three rounds of conversation, 5-20 minutes each

Questions: questions genuinely matter to your life, work, or community; same
question or different questions in each round

Participants: write, doodle and draw key ideas on tablecloths or on cards
Table host and travelers: host remains at the table, the others are “travelers”

Harvest: period of sharing discoveries & insights at the end of the World Café
(“tablecloth protocol”)



WORLD CAFE ETIQUETTE

Bring your own perspectives

Participate with heart and understanding

Listen carefully

Connect ideas

Focus your attention (new insights, new ideas, deeper questions)
Get creative

Do it with fun



Wort ldCafe

Erasmus+ — What is planned at our school for the coming school year?

First round

Second round

Erasmus+ — What difficulties and challenges do we have?

Third round

How can we overcome the challenges? What should our Erasmus+ cooperation look like?



WORLD CAFE
TYPICAL TEACHING TOPICS

The World Café is best suited for teaching topics on which there are controversial
views.

It is often used in the subjects of languages, biology, religion, history, philosophy,
geography and politics.

The topic should move the students and they should easily develop their own opinion.



WORLD CAFE
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